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· March 5, 2004 - 219th RED HORSE Squadron arrives

· March 4, 2004 - Personnel with Marine Corps Central Command-Djibouti, along with French and Kellogg, Brown and Root fire-fighting units, participated in a flight line emergency drill at Camp Lemonier, Djibouti, Feb. 28. The drill, meant to test out new emergency procedures, also incorporated support from a local French crash, fire and rescue unit to better respond quickly in case of an actual major emergency.

· February 29, 2004 - Service members celebrated Black History in Africa 


· February 24, 2004 - Twelve Marines from Kilo Company, 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, the force protection providers for Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, observed U.S.-funded classes to teach Djiboutian Police how to better identify IEDs and the danger they can create.

· February 23, 2004 - Members of the Army’s 412th Civil Affairs Battalion conducted a pre-deployment site survey with the commissioner of the Dikhil District.
 
February 17, 2004 - The regimental commander of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, “The Old Guard,” visited the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa to meet with Old Guard soldiers deployed here.
Col. Chuck Taylor toured the region with the regimental Command Sgt. Maj. Harry Wimbrough and regimental chaplain Maj. Raymond Robinson inspecting quality-of-life and getting a chance to view missions of Bravo Company.

· February 11, 2004 - A sailor supporting Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa was recognized for providing life-saving medical care to a Djiboutian man and his family.
Petty Officer 3rd Class Anthony L. Fuller was awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal for his efforts in saving the life of a Djiboutian man who, along with his family, was involved in a vehicle accident Jan. 31.

· January 27, 2004 - Members of Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, along with the Djibouti Chamber of Commerce met with local business leaders to converse about the future of business in Djibouti.
The CJTF-HOA Contingency Contracting Office and Kellogg, Brown and Root representatives were present to open lines of communication between potential future vendors in the area.

· January 27, 2004 - Members of the 412th Civil Affairs Battalion treated more than 500 goats and sheep during a Veterinarian Civic Action Program near Ali Sabieh, Djibouti.

· January 25, 2004 - Weapons Platoon Marines from Task Force Betio, the force protection element for Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, conducted an exercise with Old Guard mortar men from Bravo Company of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, whose job is carrying out tactical missions in the region.

· January 24, 2004 - Soldiers from the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, “The Old Guard,” Bravo Company, recently completed two weeks of infantry combat fundamentals training here with soldiers of the Djiboutian army’s Rapid Reaction Force and Republican Guard. The training included checkpoint operations, anti-terrorism force protection, close quarters combat and marksmanship. It was part of Bravo Co.’s mission supporting the Global War on Terrorism in its deployment to the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa.

· January 23, 2004 - Two civil affairs detachments provided health care to nearly 1,200 people at a Medical Civic Action Program in Tadjoura. Local military and civilian physicians, along with German and CJTF-HOA medics were on hand to support the needs of the almost 600 villagers seen per day.

· January 21, 2004 - Soldiers from the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, “The Old Guard”, Bravo Company, established and began operating out of a temporary training facility in rural Ethiopia.
The facility, named “Camp United” by company soldiers, is used as a launching ground for local missions, predominately training with the Ethiopian military.

· January 18, 2004 - Civil affairs detachments provided health care to nearly 1,200 people in two sites near Tadjoura at the first Medical Civic Action Program of the new year.

· January 12, 2004 - Members of Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa traveled to the small community of Ali Adde  to celebrate the hard work and cooperation put forth in renovating the numerous buildings that make up the only primary school in the area.

· January 6, 2004 - Personnel from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa and many local community members came together to celebrate the dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony on the newly renovated Tadjoura Medical Hospital in Tadjoura, Djibouti. The $60,000 project, one of the largest in the region, was paid for by CJTF-HOA and will now expand care to the nearly 55,000 people.

· December 21, 2003 - The chief of navy chaplains visited service members supporting Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa in Camp Lemonier, Djibouti, during his first visit with troops here to learn more about their missions. “There’s so many people to visit and things to see because of the many great things being done here,” said Navy Rear Admiral Louis V. Iasiello.


· December 19, 2003 - Members of Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa welcomed the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and others during a show at Camp Lemonier, Djibouti. The visit to Camp Lemonier marked the last leg of the Chairman’s 2003 Holiday Tour, which was also a welcome break in the daily routine of service members fighting the Global War on Terrorism in Afghanistan and Iraq. The United Service Organization show included entertainment from Academy-award winning actor/comedian Robin Williams, Olympic gold medalist and professional wrestler Kurt Angle as well as NASCAR driver Mike Wallace.

· December 17, 2003 - Soldiers of the Army’s 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment "The Old Guard," Bravo Company, arrived at Camp Lemonier, Djibouti, marking the beginning of training and tactical missions in support of Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa and the Global War on Terrorism. This is the first time part of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, the Army’s most celebrated ceremonial unit, has deployed since the Vietnam War. While the Old Guard, from Fort Myer, Va., is best known as the guard of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, it is primarily a tactical unit. Orders to deploy came to the Old Guard as part of the Guard’s continued efforts in the war on terrorism.

· December 13, 2003 - Personnel from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, along with Djiboutian army officers, participated in a dedication ceremony to mark the final construction phase of a two-month long remodeling project for a hospital in the city of Ali Sabieh, Djibouti. The $64,000 renovation project, paid for by CJTF-HOA, will provide an adequate place for people in the city and the outlying communities to come and receive health care that previously wasn’t available.

· December 9-11, 2003 - Nearly 30 fleet antiterrorism security team Marines from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, whose daily routine consists of providing security for the camp, took a break to conduct a bilateral training exercise with their German counterparts. During the three-day evolution, the Task Force Betio Marines and military policemen from the 151st Feldjager Battalion trained each other on their respective weapons systems. They were then tested according to Marine Corps and German standards on Range CT-5 near Camp Lemonier, Djibouti.

· 
December 7, 2003 - Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa personnel faced three challenging obstacle courses during the French Commando School here. Throughout the three-week course, the American trainees learned the nautical and collective obstacle tracks requiring every squad member to work together in order to successfully complete them. Unlike obstacle courses in the United States, the nautical track is pieced together in the choppy waves of the Gulf of Aden near Arta Plage, Djibouti, and the service members were required to get across the eight-part obstacle course as fast as possible.

· December 4, 2003 - A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held in Obock, Djibouti marking the grand opening of the newly-renovated Obock Primary School by personnel from the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa. The six-week long, $35,000 project, paid for by CJTF-HOA, will be used to increase the education and well-being of the local community.

November 28, 2003 - Secretary of the Navy, the Honorable Gordon R. England, toured Camp Lemonier and spoke to the personnel supporting Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa. Escorted by Brig. Gen. Mastin M. Robeson, commander CJTF-HOA, England toured the camp talking to units about the importance of their work in the region.

· November 28, 2003 - Personnel from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa joined Kenyans in celebrating the opening of the recently renovated girls' school in Lamu Island, Kenya, during a ribbon-cutting ceremony. The $20,000 renovation project at the Lamu Girls Secondary School improved the quality of life for the 15 teachers and 360 students attending and living at the school by providing water for cooking, drinking and hygiene.

· November 26, 2003 - Vice Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff General Peter Pace visited Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa in Camp Lemonier, Djibouti, to meet with and congratulate Marines, sailors, soldiers and airmen on a job well done. During his visit, Pace had the opportunity to tour the camp, and talk to individual units about the importance of their job in the region and thank them for their personal sacrifice and dedication to the mission of detecting, disrupting, deterring and defeating transnational terrorism in the HOA region.

· November 24, 2003 - A ribbon-cutting ceremony held in Kontali, Djibouti, marked the grand opening of a newly-renovated school and teachers' living quarters by engineers and civil affairs personnel from the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa. CJTF-HOA deputy commander, Army Brig. Gen. Willard C. Broadwater, accompanied by civil affairs commander, Army Maj. Ralph Engeler and District Commissioner Moussa D. Guedi, attended the ceremony to show their appreciation for the hard work CJTF-HOA personnel and volunteers from Dikhil contributed to make the school an acceptable learning environment.

· November 20, 2003 - Personnel supporting the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa made history when they became the first Americans to graduate from the French Commando School in Arta Plage, Djibouti. Twenty Army soldiers and five Marines completed the three-week course and were each awarded the French Commando medal and a certificate of completion.

· November 19, 2003 - Marines from Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., replaced Mike Company, 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines, in Camp Lemonier, Djibouti, providing force protection for service members deployed in support of counter-terrorism missions in the Horn of Africa. India Company, 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marines combines combat experience with counter-terrorism security training to provide integrated force protection for personnel on Camp Lemonier.

· 
November 17, 2003 - The Navy's first Expeditionary Medical Unit along with the Forward Resuscitative Surgical System tested their abilities to handle casualties in a forward deployed environment during an exercise held at Camp Lemonier, Djibouti. The purpose of the exercise was to test the ability of the FRSS to treat and stabilize casualties as well as test the ability of the EMU to receive those casualties for follow-on treatment.

· November 17, 2003 - Management of an incinerator purchased and installed by Combined Joint Task-Force Horn of Africa was turned over to Djibouti City Sanitation in a ceremony in Deudah, Djibouti. The purpose of the incinerator project, costing the task force $231,000, is to help eliminate excess trash and organic waste from the local region.

· November 11, 2003 - Marines and Sailors of Battalion Landing Team 1/1, the ground combat element of the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable), arrived in Djibouti to conduct training in the region.

· November 3-10, 2003 - Personnel from the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa conducted bilateral desert survival training hosted by the French 5th Marine Battalion, in Djibouti, Africa. The training provided an opportunity for soldiers from the Army's 10th Mountain Division, Charlie Company, along with sailors and Marines from Camp Lemonier, to develop inter-operational capabilities with French forces and learn important desert survival techniques at the same time.

· November 1, 2003 - Security personnel here supporting Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa participated in bilateral training with their counterparts from the German military. Marines from the Antiterrorism Security Task Force Military Police and Military Working Dog detachments shared tactics and weapons knowledge with the 151st Feldjager Battalion Military Police during a weapons shoot, helping to build understanding, camaraderie and friendship with an ally in the Global War on Terrorism.

· October 27, 2003 - Soldiers of Army Reserve Detachment 2, 463rd Engineer Battalion, in Kontali, Djibouti, supporting Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa's counter terrorism operations, recently remodeled a school and living quarters to provide a better learning environment for the local community.
The renovations and improvements create a comfortable environment for the teachers and students, fulfilling a key aspect of the CJTF-HOA mission making a positive difference in the lives of the people and their environment.

· October 30, 2003 - The 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force commanding general (II MEF), Lt. Gen. Henry P. Osman, visited Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa here, to meet with and congratulate Marines, sailors, soldiers and airmen on a job well done. During his visit, Osman toured the camp talking to units about the importance of their job in the region, thanking them for the hard work and dedication they showed on a daily basis.

· October 16-23, 2003 - Service members supporting the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, and an Ethiopian veterinary team, conducted joint veterinary missions in Dire Dawa, Ethiopia. Veterinarians and technicians with the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion and 949th Medical Detachment Veterinarian Services held humanitarian assistance missions in Ethiopia, making a positive difference in the lives of the people in the region as well as their environment, fulfilling a key aspect of the CJTF-HOA mission.

· October 22, 2003 - The Navy's first Expeditionary Medical Unit (EMU) at Camp Lemonier, Djibouti here recently expanded their medical care to a Level III environment for personnel supporting Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa. The new services of Level III include an operating room with intensive care/medical-surgical unit, a laboratory and radiology rooms, expanded sick call hours, and casualty receiving. 

· October 21, 2003 - Service members from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa performed their largest Medical Civil Action Program in the Horn of Africa in Hurso, Ethiopia, treating more than 2,970 patients over a three-day period. This was the first time the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion Army Reserve unit worked with the Navy's Expeditionary Medical Unit, the Navy's Forward Resuscitative Surgical Team and host nation doctors and to complete a humanitarian mission in the region.

· 
October 15, 2003 - Personnel from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa joined community leaders in Camp Lemonier, Djibouti, to recognize the 25th Anniversary of Pope John Paul II's election to the head Catholic Church. Monsingor Robinson Wijesinghe, the secretary for the Apostolic Nuncio, and Giorgio Bertin, Catholic Bishop of Djibouti, invited a cross-section of the community, to include foreign religious and military dignitaries to a cocktail party at the bishop's residence.

· 
October 11, 2003 - Personnel from the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, supporting counter-terrorism operations in Djibouti, Africa, conducted bilateral desert survival training with the French 5th Marine Battalion. The training provided an opportunity for soldiers from the Army's 10th Mountain Division, Charlie Company, to develop inter-operational capabilities with French forces and learn important desert survival training techniques at the same time.

· October 11, 2003 - Marines from Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, S.C., recently replaced the Air Force Security Forces Squadron in Camp Lemonier, Djibouti, providing security for Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa's air assets. The members of Marine Wing Support Squadron 273, 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, aboard Camp Lemonier protect resources and personnel to include the helicopters, cargo aircraft and equipment on the flight line, as well as any transient aircraft that come through the Horn of Africa, according to Gunnery Sgt. Jeffrey Beegle, staff noncommissioned officer in charge.

· October 2, 2003 - Personnel from the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa here, supporting counter-terrorism operations in the region, had a chance to kick back and relax during a live concert featuring Collective Soul at Camp Lemonier, Djibouti. The concert, sponsored by Armed Forces Entertainment, was part of a Collective Soul musical tour of the Middle East and Djibouti. The band toured Camp Lemonier, interacted with the troops and later lit up the stage with a concert the night of their arrival.

· October 1-2, 2003 - The Army's 10th Mountain Division supporting Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa participated in a two-day squad competition in Camp Lemonier, Djibouti. 

· September 29, 2003 - A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held here, celebrating the grand opening of a newly constructed school and clinic by personnel from the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa.
The school and clinic, built by the Army's 463rd Engineer Battalion and 478th Civil Affairs Battalion, will be used to increase the health and education of the local community of Hurso, Ethiopia.

· September 29, 2003 - Combined Joint Task Force - Horn of Africa received its "Battle Standard" which represents the presence of American forces in the Horn of Africa supporting the counter-terrorism mission. 


· September 29, 2003 - Service members from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa performed the first Medical Civil Action Program in Djibouti City, treating more than 550 patients over a two-day period.
This was the first time the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion (Special Operations) Army Reserve unit worked with the Navy's Expeditionary Medical Unit to complete a humanitarian mission in the region.

· September 29, 2003 - A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held in Hurso, Ethiopia, celebrating the grand opening of a newly constructed school and clinic by personnel from the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa. The school and clinic, built by the Army's 463rd Engineer Battalion and 478th Civil Affairs Battalion, will be used to increase the health and education of the local community.

· September 24 – CJTF-HOA’s Deputy Commander, Army Brig. Gen. Willard G. Broadwater conducted a ribbon cutting ceremony at the Dikhil Hospital after nearly $50,000 of renovations and a water well in Dikhil drilled by the 916th Engineer Detachment. The renovations included a new roof for the main hospital, running water, and interior renovations to the main hospital, maternity ward and emergency room as well as a well house constructed by the 463rd Engineer Detachment.  Both of these projects bring needed resources to the community.

· September 16, 2003 – 463rd Engineer Detachment complete work on supplementary roads surrounding Gualleh Primary School in Djibouti. The USAID team renovating the school recognized a problem with flooding and trash around the school and requested assistance from the CJTF. 463rd Engineers cleaned out the trash and mud from the roads around the school then refilled them with gravel.

· September 14, 2003 – The Navy’s first Expeditionary Medical Unit (EMU) deployed here Sept. 14 to provide expanded medical care to personnel supporting Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa.

· September 11, 2003 – Service members aboard Camp Lemonier, Djibouti, took time to remember those who died two years ago, as well as those who have fallen since the beginning of the Global War on Terrorism.

· September 7 – September 12, 2003 - Marines of Task Force Rawhide, 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade (Antiterrorism), participated in bilateral training with the French Foreign Legion, 13th Half Brigade, at the French Commando Training Center at Arta Plage.

· September 5, 2003 - 478th Civil Affairs Battalion transported and administered polio vaccines across the eastern portion of Ethiopia. In a seven day period, they were able to treat more vaccinate more than 15,000 children.

· September 3 – September 4, 2003 - 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conduct their third MedCAP and second VetCap in Kenya. They were able to treat over 1,000 patients and over 6,600 animals.

· August 28, 2003 – CJTF-HOA’s Chief of Staff, Marine Col. William H. Callahan conducted a ribbon cutting ceremony at the As Eyla Primary School after $38,000 of renovations, which consisted of repairs to their latrine, doors and windows and the total renovation of one building.   Along with the ribbon cutting was the donation of school supplies and sports equipment from organizations in the United States.

· August 26, 2003 - Marines and Designated Marksmen (DM) with Task Force Rawhide participated in a live-fire training exercise, honing their skills to better support Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa’s mission. The DMs recently joined CJTF-HOA as part of Task Force Rawhide whose task is to provide security for Camp Lemonier personnel here supporting the mission of detecting, disrupting and defeating transnational terrorism in the East African region.

· August 25, 2003 - The Ramp Mounted Weapon System (RMWS) has been added to Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron’s CH-53 Super Stallion helicopters, giving them 180 degrees of defensive fire from the rear of the aircraft. The RMWS is currently being evaluated as a possible defensive weapon system for several assault support aircraft in the Marine Corps, but HMH 461 is the first Fleet Marine Force squadron to actually implement the system in real-word operations.  The RMWS is a Fabrique Nationale (FN) M3M .50-caliber machine gun modified into a weapon system specific for Marine Corps applications.

· August 25, 2003 - 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conduct their first VetCAP in Kenya.

· August 22 – August 23, 2003 - The Army Chief of Staff, General Peter J. Schoomaker visited the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa to meet with and congratulate Marines, sailors, soldiers and airmen on a job well done. Schoomaker held a troop call before his departure to award 4 Bronze Stars to soldiers now serving with CJTF and speak to all personnel as well as take photos aboard Camp Lemonier.  

· August 18, 2003 - The Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps visited Djibouti to congratulate Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa personnel on a job well done and reiterate the importance of their mission here. 

· August 17, 2003 - German and U.S. Forces participated in a familiarization exercise here, marking the first cross-training exercise between the two countries since Combined Joint Task Force Horn-of-Africa personnel transitioned ashore in early May. The purpose of the exercise was to give German and American troops the opportunity to fire each other’s weapons systems to build confidence in their counterparts.

· August 15, 2003 - Airmen of the 60th and 375th Security Forces Squadrons recently became the 87th Expeditionary SFS by relieving the 822nd SFS, who was tasked with providing security for Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa’s air assets. The Air Force ESFS members aboard Camp Lemonier protect resources and personnel to include the helicopters, cargo aircraft and equipment on the flight line, as well as any transient aircraft that comes through the Horn of Africa, according to Air Force Master Sgt. Jim Dokken, security forces flight chief.

· August 10, 2003 - Task Force Rawhide, part of the 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade (Anti-Terrorism). replaced Company A, 1st Battalion, 24th Marines, as the guard force for the Combined Joint Task Force Horn-of-Africa here. Task Force Rawhide took over Alpha 1/24’s duties of supporting CJTF-HOA’s mission of detecting, disrupting and defeating transnational terrorists operating in the East African region by providing security for Camp Lemonier. 

· August 8, 2003 - 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conduct their second MedCAP in Kenya. 

· August 7, 2003 - 916th Engineer Detachment completed drilling on the Dikhil Water Well

.

· August 1, 2003 - Army Brigadier Gen. Willard C. Broadwater is the new deputy commander of Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa.

· July 30-31, 2003 - 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conduct their first MedCAP in Lamu, Kenya. They were able to treat nearly a 1,000 patients during the two-day event.

· July 28-30, 2003 - Brig. Gen. Mastin M. Robeson, commander, Combined Joint Task Force- Horn of Africa, was a guest speaker at this year’s Golden Spear Symposium at Addis Abba, Ethiopia. The purpose of the symposium is to provide a forum for strategic-level dialogue on current security issues and give representatives a chance to discuss and refine the work accomplished at previous Golden Spear meetings. The African countries involved with the symposium were Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Seychelles, Tanzania and Uganda.

· July 22, 2003 - Gen. John Abizaid, commander, U.S. Central Command, visited CJTF-HOA in route to the Golden Spear Symposium.

· July 21 – Aug. 15, 2003 - Combined Joint Task Force Horn of Africa personnel instructed Kenyan Army and Air Force military during the Africa Contingency Operations Training and Assistance (ACOTA) program at Embakasi, a Kenyan airbase in Nairobi. The ACOTA program provides training in peacekeeping operations and regular military tactics to military units from selected countries in Africa. CJTF-HOA defines the Horn of Africa region as the total airspace and land areas of Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti, Yemen and Ethiopia and the coastal waters of the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean.

· July 19, 2003 - 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conduct the first joint MedCAP, DentCAP and VetCAP. With the combined effort of an American, French, German and Djiboutian medical staff, an American, French and Djiboutian veterinary staff, and a German dental staff more than 300 patients and a number of animals were treated at As Eyla.

· July 19, 2003 – Nagad School Wash House repairs completed.

· July 15, 2003 - The commanding officer of Command Logistics Element, Marine Central Command, Col. Mario LaPaix turned over command to Col. Michael R. Pannell. This marked a change in leadership, as well as the change of forces from the CLE to the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force.

· July 10-18, 2003 – Marines and Sailors of the North Carolina-based 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) conducted a wide variety of training exercises and civil-military operations.

· July 10, 2003 – A site survey team assessed the feasibility for forward deploying United States fighter aircraft to the Horn of Africa. The team, which included FA-18 Hornet, F-16 Fighting Falcon and F-15E Strike Eagle pilots and maintainers, evaluated resources and facilities in Djibouti.

· July 9, 2003 – Forces from CJTF-HOA began a three-month bilateral training exercise with Ethiopian National Defense Forces at the Hurso Training Camp, northwest of Dire Dawa, Ethiopia.

· July 9, 2003 – Col. Mario LaPaix, commanding officer, Command Logistics Element, Marine Central Command was honored by Djibouti’s National Police Force. In recognition of his accomplishments, the police force named their fitness facility after him.

· July 5, 2003 – 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conducted fifth and largest MedCAP to date. With the assistance of a German doctor and dentist, a Djiboutian OBGYN and widwife more than 390 patients were treated at the recently refurbished medical clinic in Damerjog, Djibouti.

· July 4, 2003 – CJTF-HOA forces celebrated the 4th of July with a bazaar, camel rides, an arm wrestling competition, a volleyball competition and a evening performance by the Redskins Cheerleaders.

· July 4, 2003 – Brig. Gen. Mastin M. Robeson, commander, CJTF-HOA visited Gen. Sebhat Efram, Eritrea’s Minister of Defense, and attended the U.S. Embassy’s independence festivities.

· July 3, 2003 – CJTF-HOA engineers are working with the Djiboutian military to improve Hol-Hol road, the only route leading to southwestern Djibouti’s transportation hub of Hol-Hol.

· July 2, 2003 – CJTF-HOA commander, Brig. Gen. Mastin M. Robeson, celebrated the grand opening of the Damerjog, Djibouti medical clinic after two-months of remodeling by coalition forces.

· July 2, 2003 – The 463rd Engineer Battalion cleared rock and gravel from the coast of Djibouti to open the beaches for the 26th Marine Expeditionary Units landing and training in Djibouti.

· June 27, 2003 – The Commander, Sergeant Major and troops of the Command Logistics Element, Marine Central Command attended the Republic of Djibouti’s 26th Independence Day celebration.

· June 26, 2003 – Gen. Tommy Franks, commander, U.S. Central Command, visited CJTF-HOA during his tour of the AOR.

· June 25-27, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Political/Military Advisor, Marine Col. Paul Melshen, addressed the Inter-governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Conference on the Prevention and Combating of Terrorism, held here June 25-27 at the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa Conference Center.

· June 22, 2003 – Godoria Range Training Accident. During training with B-52s, bombs dropped near two CH-53’s destroying the helicopters, killing one Marine and injuring 7 other service members.

· June 19, 2003 – The Commandant and Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps visited CJTF-HOA addressing troops and answering questions regarding current issues and future operations.

· June 17, 2003 - 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conduct their second VetCAP in Djibouti.

· June 14, 2003 - CJTF-HOA personnel arrived at the Port of Mombassa aboard the United States Navy's High Speed Vessel, HSV-X1 Joint Venture, for combined training exercises with Kenyan naval forces in support of ongoing coalition counter-terrorism activities in the Horn of Africa region.

· June 14, 2003 – 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conduct first Veterinary Civil Action Program at which more than 600 animals were treated.

· June 12, 2003 – CJTF-HOA command and staff held a hale and farewell for U.S. Ambassador Donald Y. Yamamoto, and family.

· June 12, 2003 – Company C, 4th Battalion, 31st Regiment, 10th Mountain Division conduct day and night Military Operations in Urban Terrain training near Arta, Djibouti.

· June 11, 2003 – Repairs to the Djibouti Woman’s Center completed.

· June 11, 2003 – CJTF-HOA welcomed the arrival in the Gulf of Aden of the three-ship USS Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), along with the guided missile frigate USS Gary.

· June 11, 2003 – French troops conduct anti-aircraft training with Mistral systems aboard Camp Lemonier.

· June 9, 2003 – Sud Amboli irrigation project completed.

· June 7, 2003 – 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conducted its fifth and largest MedCAP to date. With the assistance of a German doctor and dentist more than 250 patients were treated at the Community Center of Hayabley in Balbala, Djibouti.

· May 24, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler passes command of CJTF-HOA to Brig. General Mastin M. Robeson.

· May 21, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Chaplain’s office facilitated the delivery of books, medical supplies and clothes from Project Handclasp to Bender Djedid, a Muslim non-government organization.

· May 17, 2003 – A C130 Hercules airplane transported CJTF-HOA service members to Khartoum International Airport on a logistics support mission. It was the first time a U.S. military aircraft has landed in Sudan in ten years.

· May 14, 2003 – Soldiers from Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Regiment, 10th Mountain Division conducted a night raid exercise in a local training area.

· May 10, 2003 – Dorale School Repair completed.

· May 10, 2003 – Residents of Dorale, Djibouti held a reception to thank the CJTF-HOA commander and troops for repairing the water system at their school.

· May 9, 2003 – Command Logistics Element, Marine Central Command hosted a mess night for U.S. and coalition service members.

· May 6-15, 2003 – CJTF-HOA headquarters elements moved ashore to Camp Lemonier.

· May 4, 2003 - 478th Civil Affairs Battalion conduct a MedCap in Djibouti.

· April 11, 2003 - The "Iron Horses" of Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron-461 (HMH-461) from Marine Corps Air Station, New River, N.C. arrived.

· April 10, 2003 – CJTF-HOA and Payless ShoeSource, Inc. of Topeka, Kan. donated 15,000 pairs of footwear to the people of Djibouti.

· April 7, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Civil Affairs Section launched a new program here coined “Adopt a School”.

· April 2, 2003 - CJTF-HOA, aboard USS Mount Whitney, transited through the Bab el-Mendeb Strait from the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden returning from Eritrea.

· April 1, 2003 - CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler led a CJTF delegation on a visit to Eritrea.

· Mar. 31, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler hosted a presidential delegation from Eritrea.

· Mar. 16-17, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler met with the Force Commander for the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), Maj. Gen. Robert Gordon.

· March 15, 2003 – Nagad School Shed project completed.

· March 14, 2003 - Elements from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable), here supporting CJTF-HOA for nearly four months, departed.

· March 14, 2003 – CJTF-HOA forces teach soldiers from the Djiboutian naval forces about small boat handling, maintenance and combat formations in Djibouti.

· March 11, 2003 – CJTF-HOA completed a 12-day Joint Readiness Exercise (JRX) in Djibouti using air, land and sea.

· March 8, 2003 – CJTF-HOA conducted their second Medical Civil Affairs Assistance Program clinic, providing medical aid to more than 100 Djiboutians.

· March 7, 2003 – CJTF-HOA forces and USS Mount Whitney crew members conducted a one-day exchange of forces with crew members from the Italian ship, Mimbelli.

· March 5 2003 - CJTF-HOA hosted Employee Appreciation Day to show their gratitude to the hundreds of local Djiboutian and KB &R employees.

· March 4, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler hosted a luncheon and editorial board with representatives from Djiboutian media agencies.

· March 1, 2003 – CJTF-HOA explosive ordinance disposal (EOD) planner observed RONCO de-mining operations in Djibouti.

· Feb. 19, 2003 – CJTF-HOA small craft detachment provided port security for the U.S. Army High Speed Theater Support Vessel-1X Spearhead.

· Feb. 19-21, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler visited the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa and attended National Day ceremonies.

· Feb. 18-21, 2003 - A brass quintet from 2d Marine Division Band based at Camp Lejeune, N.C. visited here at the request of Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler.

· Feb. 18, 2003 - CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler attended American National Day in Djibouti.

· Feb. 12, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Air Traffic Control Detachment located at the Djibouti airport keep the skies over Djibouti safe.

· Feb. 10, 2003 - CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler hosted a visit by Vice Adm. J. Cutler Dawson, Jr.

· Feb. 9, 2003 - The Command Logistics Element, Marine Central Command, assumed control of base operations at Camp Lemonier in support of CJTF-HOA.

· Feb. 8, 2003 - CJTF-HOA and 2d Marine Expeditionary Brigade (2d MEB) forces conducted a Close Air Support live-fire exercise at Godoria Range in Djibouti.

· Feb. 7, 2003 – CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler met with the new commander of the naval flotilla Combined Task Force -150 (CTF-150).

· Feb. 1, 2003 – CJTF-HOA conducted first Medical Civil Affairs Assistance Program clinic, treating 57 patients in Djibouti.

· Jan. 28, 2003 - CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler hosted a luncheon for Republic of Seychelles dignitaries.

· Jan. 24, 2003 - CJTF-HOA Commander Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler concluded a four-day trip through Kenya.

· Jan. 18, 2003 - CJTF-HOA service members handed out toothbrushes and shared oral hygiene tips with the students from Dorale school in Djibouti.

· Jan. 18, 2003 - CJTF-HOA conducted bi-lateral training with coalition forces from CTF-150 in the Gulf of Aden. 

· Jan. 18-19, 2003 – CJTF-HOA conducted a Naval Surface Fire Support live-fire and simulated aerial bombing support exercise at Godoria Range in Djibouti.

· Jan. 17, 2003 - CJTF-HOA and U.S. Navy SEALS completed a simulated Maritime Interception Operation (MIO) in the Gulf of Aden.

· Jan. 16, 2003 - Rep. Jim Gibbons, R-Nev., met with CJTF-HOA Deputy Commander Rear Adm. Donald K. Bullard and other staff members.

· Jan 6, 2003 – CJTF-HOA completed a two-day exercise with maritime forces from Combined Task Force-150 (CTF-150).

· Jan.3, 2003 - CJTF-HOA service members visited orphan children here and delivered candy donated by a Lebanon, Conn. Girl Scout unit.

· Dec. 30, 2002 - CJTF-HOA Commander, Maj. Gen. John F. Sattler met with 12-person delegation from Djibouti.

· Dec. 27, 2002 – CJTF-HOA expanded its war-fighting capabilities when a U.S. Air Force MH-53 Pave Low aircrew used the ship’s flight deck for landing qualifications.

· December 2002 – Focus on small craft company, Headquarters Battalion, 2d Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

· Dec. 12, 2002 - Transfer of authority from U.S. Central Command to CJTF-HOA.

· Dec. 10, 2002 - CJTF-HOA forces arrived in combined, joint area of operations.

· Dec. 8, 2003 – CJTF-HOA transited the Suez Canal.

· Nov. 14, 2002 – CJTF-HOA forces departed Morehead City, N.C.

· Sept. 23, 2002 – US. Army, US Central Command (ARCENT) assumes command of Camp Lemonier.

· Sept. 7, 2002 – Land lease for Camp Lemonier expansion is negotiated for use of the camp, port and airfield. 

· June 17, 2002 – 87th Corps Support Battalion assumes command of Camp Lemonier – about 220 personnel assigned.
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