From the Commander


The cornerstone of our vision is a progressive regional partnership of nations in the Horn of Africa, founded on a mutual desire for cooperative security and stability, that overcomes and deters the threat of extremists who use terrorism to disrupt our way of life.  

Our mission remains unchanged.  We continue our focus of assisting host nations in enhancing their security capacity to effectively contribute to regional stability.  In partnership with the host nation, we seek to find and destroy the terrorists and his support structure by developing a safe and secure environment; thus setting the conditions for economic growth and prosperity.  Most importantly, we endeavor to foster enduring relationships that make the world safe for our children.

The Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa (CJTF-HOA) is comprised of soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, civilians, and partner nation personnel.   We enjoy a climate of trust and cohesiveness that makes our organization greater than the sum of its individual parts.  As a team, we are focused on excellence and mission success.  We accept nothing less than superior performance, for mediocrity has no place in our fight against terrorism and its devastating effects.    

Our high standards of excellence are apparent in our conduct.  We are the epitome of professionalism in everything we do—in our work ethic, our grooming standards, in our daily behavior, and while enjoying well earned liberty.  We remain prepared to conduct any mission assigned.  We stay fit for duty – physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually.  Our posture for success sustains us for the duration.

We are representatives of the coalition, of our nations, and of our services.  Our personal interaction sets the standard by which the CJTF-HOA is judged.  All members of CJTF-HOA always maintain the highest standards of professionalism and human dignity when dealing with local populations.  The action, or inaction, of any one individual plays a critical role in the Global War on Terrorism. 

Our most valued resource is the individual soldier, sailor, airmen, Marine, or civilian. They make the team.  We must lead them by example, understand their limitations, and capitalize on their strengths.  We must keep them informed, trained, organized, and equipped to ensure mission success.  We treat them with respect and dignity, look out for their welfare, and demand performance.  Because, performance counts!

Our leadership is proactive, never abusive.  We thrive on challenges, seek solutions, and produce positive, timely results.  We are always accountable and accept responsibility for our actions.   We know the rules and regulations and abide by them.  Integrity is our cornerstone, honesty is our guide, and respect for our fellow man is our creed.  We will not waiver in our mission to defeat terrorism and destroy those extremists who threaten our way of life.  

Excel, demand excellence, set the example, be responsible, contribute to the Task Force’s success and we will enjoy a very rewarding assignment -- and together, will make a difference. 
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